
Happy New Year! What a year 2011 
was for HASTE, with Lizzie Couch 
running the Marathon, John Platt’s 
wine tasting in May and his superb 
command of the Quiz Night  
(congratulations to the winners, 
Coram Chambers). Then there was 
Sarah Whitehouse’s lunch in Isling-
ton, some generous donations and 
a lovely Garden Party in July. 

But dare I say that 2012 promises 
to be even better in fundraising 
terms? Already Andrew Hussey, a 
teacher in Birmingham, has offered 
to run the London Marathon for us, 
and Busola Johnson has organised 
a concert in Islington in June. 

Last year was also the best year 
we have ever had in terms of  
establishing schools. Recently I took 
a party of eight to spend a week in 
The Gambia and we were able to 
open three schools during our trip. 
We are presently looking for the 
sites for two new schools.

Of course, I am acutely aware that 
none of this could happen without 
you, our friends and supporters. 
Thank you so much for all you 
have done and the effort you have 
put in. I would like to say that the 
problems in Africa are noticeably 
improved by our work but sadly I 
have to say that the problems are 
huge and we are making a tiny 
contribution to alleviate them.

 I hope to see you at our events 
in 2012. In the meantime may I wish 
you all a very good year. 

Judith Hughes QC
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We met at dawn at Gatwick Airport on 
27 December for a week-long trip to 

The Gambia. Much of our luggage contained 
old shirts, paint and brushes, pencils, pens, 
rubbers, rulers, chalk and stencils – not the 
usual holiday paraphenalia.  

Our team – Judith, Inigo, Sarah, Lucy, Lizzie, 
Mike, Zoe and Katie – then spent a productive 
time visiting existing schools, painting walls 
and helping to open our newest projects. 

It was nice to see Erenyang School (shown 
above), which we rebuilt in 2009 is beauti-
fully finished, furnished and is thriving. The 
children were on school holiday but turned up 
in their uniforms to greet us on our first day, as 
did the children at Sunu and Demaro schools.  

Besides meeting and greeting kids, we also 
got the chance to get our hands dirty. At the 
school of our Gambian contact Musa Mendy, 
the Demaro Haste Nursery School, where we 
went on day two, we were able to paint a mural. 
This was the first time any of us had been 
hands on with HASTE work and it was great. 

Our work on New Year’s Eve was even 
more involving. We spent the day white-
washing the walls of the school compound 

in Sinchu where the school built with Lizzie’s 
marathon funds was just being finished.
The younger members of the team threw 
themselves into the painting of an alphabet 
on the walls while the oldies coloured in (be-
ing careful to keep within lines!) It was quite 
amazing and a transformation of the area.

On Monday 2 January we opened three 
new schools. The Sinchu school, which has 
been named after Lizzie, plus two more: 
Mariama Haste Nursery School and the LBK 
Haste Nursery School in Fajikunde. All in all, 
it was a very successful trip. 

New Year projects visit 
Eight HASTE representatives headed to The Gambia  
for a week in December 2011. But how did they get on? 

From our Chairman...
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Dear kind supporters,

I'd like to take this opportunity to 
thank you all for your continuing 
help with HASTE. In financial 
terms this has been one of our 
best years – thanks in great 
part to a number of go-getting 
individuals: Peter Reynolds and 
his team of rowers aboard the 
'African Queen' did The Great 
River Race up the River Thames; 
Sarah and Lucy Warwick a 
sponsored triathlon and Aimee 
LeCouteur the London Marathon. 
In addition we had our regular 
events and our first legacy (see 
over page).
Projects wise, this year we have 

been able to concentrate our 
efforts and resources in Uganda, 
thanks to our new associate Denis 
Opinyi-Twontoo – see his report 
(right) for more on this. Next year 
we intend to build at least two 
more schools in The Gambia, and 
I will be going there in December 
to find suitable locations. 
I have collected lots of stationery 

in advance of my trip but am 
always ready for donations of 
pens and pencils, as well as 
willing volunteers who would be 
interested in knitting, fundraising 
or even running a marathon! 
Please continue to support our 
events. Our work is very needed 
and the more we collect, the  
more we can do. Thank you!

Judith Hughes QC, chair  

In January we made the decision to finish the 
project that we started in Uganda. In 2008, 
when Peter and Fiona Reynolds went out to 
see the school they made the first HASTE film 
showing the original state of the land and the 
buildings, which were unfinished (see below). 

This time, we were fortunate to engage the 
services of Denis Opinyi-Twontoo, a Ugandan living 
in England, who offered to travel to the school site 
and supervise the works. As a result we have built 
a second classroom together with secure fencing 
and a kitchen where the students can be provided 
with lunch. 

Denis reported back on his work with HASTE, 
saying: "I took on this project because of its 
values. HASTE is a foundation for future African 
development and, being an African, I felt it 
was my duty to be proactively involved in 
making sure that it fullfilled its legacy of helping 
African schools. The build was successful, and 
it was interesting to note that the surrounding 
community listened to what I was telling them: 
the benefits that their children will enjoy in 
future by getting involved in supporting HASTE. 
It also allowed me to show them that simple 
materials like empty water bottles can be turned 
into building materials. 

"Through small charities like HASTE we can 
achieve a bigger positive outcome. Working 
on the project has allowed me to coerce the 
community into working together as a team, 
rather than looking for help from out of the 
Country. I will continue working for HASTE 
and will be happy to follow up any other 
related project that HASTE will assign me to. 
EDUCATION is the key for succeess and HASTE is 
laying the foundation from the grassroots."

We are very happy with the result and hope 
to produce a new film soon so you can all get 
the chance to see Denis' excellent work and the 
finished school. 

New classroom for Okwira
Our new Ugandan associate reports back on the finished project
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In March 2013, Lucy Warwick and Nick Hussey 
– two HASTE supporters returned to The 
Gambia to see get an update on our projects 
out there. Their first visit was to Erenyang 
(above), which is run by headmaster Anthony 
Gomez. Lucy, for whom this was a fourth 
visit, says: “It is always a pleasure to see the 
progress his school makes each visit.”

The pair also spent time at Abuko school, 
which was HASTE’s founding school, set up by 
Marjorie Warwick, Lucy’s grandmother. The 
last time Lucy had visited, the school building 
was run down and the school was in a state 
of flux, having just got a new headmaster. She 
was interesting to see what had changed, and 
wasn’t disappointed.

“The new headmaster Yuseph seems very 
clear about his vision for the school,” she says. 
“Since 2011, he and his two teachers have 
transformed the place; the school has a state-
of-the-art playroom (one of only two in The 
Gambia), a new kitchen, toilets and water tap. 
Additionally the school walls were beautifully 

decorated in colourful murals, and banana 
trees were growing in the playground. I know 
how happy my grandmother would be, seeing 
how much progress the school has made.”

The third and final school visited was the 
Lizzie Couch Sinchu Nursery School, which 
was opened by a group (including Lucy) in 
December 2011. She was pleased to report 
back that the office, classrooms and toilets 
were pristine. 

All in all, a successful trip. Visit our website 
hastecharity.org.uk for the full report.

Progress report: The Gambia
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From our Chairman...

Many of the readers will remember Judith’s aunt, Mrs 
Erika Maylam, who was a regular attendee at the Summer 
Garden Party together with her sister, Miss Giselle Meier.  
Mrs Maylam sadly passed away in October 2011. She very 
kindly left a sum of money to HASTE as one of 41 charities 
sharing her residuary estate. The sum we will receive will 
be sufficient to build a school In The Gambia and Judith is 
making enquiries with regard to a suitable location. It is 
our intention that the school be named after Mrs Maylam.

Our first legacy

Announcements

Congratulations to Peter and Fiona 
Reynolds (nee Ferguson) for the birth 
of their daughter Sophia. Peter and 
Fiona (who is one of our trustees) 
met at our Summer Garden Party in 
2006. They married in 2010 on the 
fourth anniversary of their meeting. 
Sophia was born in March at 25 weeks 
gestation so there have been some 
worrying moments since her birth 
but at the time of writing she is again 
making progress.

Dates for your diary 
1 June Wine tasting by invitation, 
hosted by John Platt and Simon and 
Anne Freeland. Please let Judith know 
if you would like to be included in this 
another year.  
8-9 June Open Garden at Rose 
Cottage Farmhouse, North Street, 
Biddenden, Kent TN27 4BA (2-6pm; 
entry £4.50, children free)
12 July Garden Party at 38 Canonbury 
Park South, London N1 2JH (from 
6.30pm; wine and nibbles provided. 
£10 per head, couples £18).
22 July HASTE team do the London 
Triathlon team event
Late November 2013  Annual quiz…
details to follow.

How can you help? If you'd like to 
support us, we are always grateful 
for anything you can do. Apart from 
collecting stationery that we can ship 
to Africa, perhaps you have a skill you 
can use? We're currently looking for 
people to knit blankets for craft sales 
and any marathon runners who would 
like to run for us in 2014. Contact Judith 
at iandjbing@btinternet.com if you'd 
like to know more about us.

How can you help? If you'd like to 

      I WANT TO HELP
□ Please accept my donation of 
£...........
□  I am a UK tax payer and HASTE can 
claim back Gift Aid on my donation.

If you would like to send a donation,  
simply fill out this form and send it with 
cash or a cheque made out to HASTE to:  
38 Canonbury Park South, Islington, 
London N1 2JH, c/o our chair,  
Judith Hughes QC. 


