
1 HASTE NEWSLETTER

OuR mOST ExciTiNg NEWS aT ThE mOmENT 
is the decision to build a brand new school 
in The gambia – our tenth! 

On 30th December 2008 mark and Lucy 
Warwick travelled 100km upcountry from the 
capital Banjul to visit the people of chamen 
village who had sent a proposal (via our 
connections at the ministry of Education) that 
they were a suitable candidate for a school. 

The villagers were expecting the 
Warwicks’ arrival and almost the whole 
village were assembled to meet them. The 
elders gathered in a rough circle under an 
enormous tree. Beside them, all the people 
of the village: assorted menfolk, clad in 
beards and simple robes; many ladies 
wearing matching multi-coloured dresses 
and headdresses. Finally, and not to be 
forgotten, were many children of all ages. 

The large gathering was testimony to the 
importance of a school for the village, which 
has never had one. Speakers at the meeting 
gave their thanks and expressed their belief 
that the meeting would decide the fate of the 
primary education for not only the children 
who were present but hopefully for their 
children and many generations to come. 

With impressive structure and calm, all 
those present at the meeting were afforded 
the opportunity to speak. The formal part 
of the meeting was followed by some 
uninhibited dancing on the part of several 
women. This was all the more impressive 
for its spontaneity. The visit ended with the 
visitors being offered milk, freshly drawn 
from a local cow. They reciprocated the 
hospitality by handing out lollipops to an 
orderly queue of young children. 

chamen has several hundred inhabitants 
whose simple life is purely agrarian.There is 
no electricity and all water is drawn from 
one well in the centre of the village. The 
proposed school will be located close to the 
well, and its site has already been cleared. 
The plan is for all labour to be provided by 
the village, while haSTE provides the cash 
for all materials, furniture and other school 
equipment.

The visitors were afforded a boisterous 
departure when a gaggle of excited 
children raced behind their departing 
vehicle. a highly memorable visit and a very 
encouraging omen for the future of the 
new school. Mark Warwick

            From our 
Chairman
i hope that 2009 has started well 
for each of you? What a good few 
months we have had in terms of 
fundraising! 

a few supporters went carol 
singing in December, which was 
great fun although we picked a cold 
evening so were most appreciative of 
the hot sausages at the end. 

The January quiz was the best we 
have ever had in terms of turnout 
(12 full tables) and in terms of what 
we raised. Soon after that we had an 
unwanted christmas present sale at 
Snaresbrook crown court and raised 
almost enough for the furniture for 
our 10th school – chamen haste 
Nursery – the building of which is 
about to commence. 

Two new ideas are, firstly that 
we may be able to have a runner 
in the 2011 London marathon and, 
secondly, we are starting to produce 
handicrafts for sale.  

in the meantime, we have 
supplied the furniture to our ninth 
school, Paul alex haste Nursery 
School, in The gambia and that 
is now complete. in addition, we 
are finalising the arrangements to 
put up the second building in our 
ugandan project. 

We hope that you will continue 
to support us and we will see you 
at one of our forthcoming events. 
From Judith x

Recce mission in northern Gambia a success

maybe O’Bama?

haSTE were invited to join a 
village meeting at chamen
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ThE ROOF haS FiNaLLy BEEN RaiSED 
at the new haSTE-built nursery school 
in the ugandan village of Okwira. 

The nursery (above) consists of 
one big classroom, the headmaster’s 
study and a store room. it sits a short 
distance away from the primary school 
(built courtesy of a Dutch charity) that 
the nursery graduates hope they will 
one day attend.

The schools are both built on land 
donated by the local church, which 
is located close by, over-seeing the 
students of all ages, the view broken 
only by the odd acacia tree.

attendance of both schools is 
free but parents of nursery children 
contribute a small amount (about 
£2.50 per term) towards the cost of a 
cook and necessaries such as chalk and 
toilet paper!

Want to help?
We are so grateful to everyone who has helped us over 
the last six months. Thank you to all those who 
came to the quiz, which was a great success. 

We will be continuing our fund-raising 
events again this year, with a Jazz Evening in 
islington in June, open garden at the 
chairman’s house in Kent on the weekend of 
6th-7th June; a garden party on 3rd July for 
all our supporters and our annual quiz supper 
already diaried for 24th November. Phew! Keep 
your eyes peeled for more events and updates on 
our website (at www.hastecharity.org.uk) or 
telephone the chairman on 020 7226 9769.

For the more energetic among you, we 
are looking for a candidate who would like to 
run the marathon on behalf of haSTE in april 2011. 
We hope to have a ‘silver medal’ place, which is 
awarded to small charities. The cost of the place, which 
is £300, has been kindly covered by two donations. This 
will be a unique opportunity for the runner and for us.

For those of you who enjoy handicrafts 
more than physical exertion, we have now set 
up the HASTE Craft Club! Becoming a 
member is easy...we send you wool or 
material and you make it into whatever 
you fancy – hats, gloves, stripy tea-
cosies. We are planning a craft sale 
at christmas time and so any 
donations of wool, or fabric or any  
hand-knitted items or other crafts will 
be most welcome from now onwards. 

items can be made to order, so if you’re in the 
market for hand-knitted baby clothes or the like, ask us 
and we will do our best to oblige – guaranteed high-
quality hand-knits and all the money goes to africa. 

Last but not least, we are still looking for 
donations of many things. We collect pens  
and pencils, which are boxed and sent 
out to africa...they are so 
appreciated. We are also 
now able to take 
donations by PayPal (via 
our website) and Direct Debit 
(form can be obtained via the 
website or on request from fidana001@
yahoo.co.uk). 

Do please contact us if you wish to learn more 
about our work or have any ideas to assist us. We can 
make a difference to children’s lives with your help. 

yES ThaT'S RighT...WE'VE gOT 
some brand new limited-
edition haSTE charity mugs. 

The last batch were so popular 
that we’ve had to restock. This lot 

has a lovely picture of one of the children 
of our new project: chamen haSTE Nusery 

School in the north of The gambia. 
These mugs are still full colour, dishwasher 

and microwave safe. They’re still £6 (bargain!) and, 
as usual, 100% of our profits go to haSTE. 

Go on: mug 
yourself

Raising the roof
Our projects in Uganda are thriving. 
Fiona Ferguson reports

UGANDA

The nursery is now ripe for 
expansion. although more than 100 
children have already started to attend 
the school, there are many more in the 
local catchment area that the current 
building cannot accommodate. 

The plan is to build a second 
structure abutting the first that will 
be divided into two further classrooms 
and enable more students to attend. 

With water on its way, courtesy of 
the congregation of St Pauls church, 
Finchley, the site stands as a wonderful 
example of how two different charities 
can work together on a common 
goal – to give the local children the 
opportunity to learn and develop.

We hope that in the next 
newsletter we will be able to report 
on the progress of the second 
nursery building.

Okwira Nursery School: 
the roof is finally on!

I want to help.
Please accept my donation for £_________ to haSTE.

if you would like to send a donation to help with our 
work in africa simply fill out this form and send it to 
38 canonbury Park South, islington, London N1 2Jh 
addressed for the attention of our chairman Judith 
hughes Qc. Please make cheques or postal orders 
payable to ‘haSTE’. many thanks!
  
 


